COURSE OUTLINE
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Patricia McFarland
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Course Description:  
Explores the topics of popular culture, entertainment and sports in western civilization from ancient Greece to the present and relates them to the political, social, economic, intellectual and cultural trends of each time period.  

Course Objectives:  
This course is intended to:

· Introduce students to the role that popular culture, entertainment and sports played in the political, social, economic, intellectual and cultural environment of western civilization from ancient times to the present.

· Explore the backgrounds of prominent western athletes, entertainers and writers from ancient times to the present, in order to understand the broader themes of the development of western civilization.

· Cultivate an appreciation for and understanding of how popular culture, entertainment and sports were shaped by and, in turn, helped shape the political, social, economic, intellectual and cultural life of western civilization from ancient times to the present.

Student Learning Outcomes:  
Upon successful completion of this course, the student should be able to:

· Discuss the relationship between popular culture, entertainment and sports on the one hand and the political, social, economic, intellectual and cultural life of western civilization on the other, from ancient times to the present.

· Analyze the behavior of prominent western athletes, entertainers and writers from ancient times to the present and link them to the broader themes of the history of western civilization.


· Demonstrate how popular culture, entertainment and sports were shaped by and, in turn, helped shape the political, social, economic, intellectual and cultural life of western civilization from ancient times to the present.

Length of Course:
44 lecture hours

Grading Method:
Letter grade (A-F) or Pass/No Pass
Prerequisites:
Pass RD-090 or placement in RD-115
Required Text:
William J. Baker, Sports in the Western World, second edition, 

University of Illinois Press, 1988.
Major Topic Outline: 
Ancient Greece, epics, comedy and tragic drama, the Olympics, holiday celebrations;  ancient Rome, comedy and tragic drama, gladiators and chariot races; the Middle Ages, medieval epics, tournaments, chivalry, troubadours, fairy tales, chess and cards during the Crusades;  popular culture during the Renaissance;  Restoration literature and drama; 19th century literacy, popular literature, the novel;  professionalized sports and entertainment;  board games, mass media, radio and film, modern music, the modern Olympics, sports in the modern world

